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Individual Exec Member Decision - 20 April 2007

Individual Decision

Title of Report: .

Strategy Review, February 2007
Report to be Councillor Marcus Franks, Portfolio . .
considered by: Holder for Leisure & Culture on: 20 April 2007

Forward Plan Ref: 1D1438

Proposed Comments on draft Regional Housing

Purpose of Report:

Recommended Action:

Reason for decision to be taken:

List of other options considered:

Key background documentation:

To agree the Council’s response to the Regional Housing
strategy review consultation.

That the Housing Strategy Manager submit the draft response
to the Regional Housing Board on behalf of the Council.

The Regional Housing Strategy sets the priorities for funding within
the South East region. The decisions made within the strategy will
impact on the Council’s ability to attract funding in support of its
strategic housing objectives.

N/A

Regional Housing Strategy Review Draft for Consultation, February
2007 ‘

Portfolio Member:  Councillor Marcus Franks
Tel. No.: 01635 841552
E-mail Address: mfranks@westberks.gov.uk

Contact Officer Details

Name: Melanie Brain
Job Title: Housing Strategy Manager
Tel. No.: 01635 519403

E-mail Address: mbrain@westberks.gov.uk

West Berkshire Council

Individual Decision 1 20 April 2007
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Supporting Information

1. Background

1.1 The current version of the Regional Housing Strategy was published in July 2005. The South East
Regional Housing Board is due to submit its advice on the allocation of the housing element of the
regional Funding Allocation in summer 2007, and have published a review of the regional housing
Strategy for consultation to assist in setting those priorities, based on updated and recent research
and evidence.

1.2 In summary, the Regional Housing Board'’s proposed priorities for funding in the period 2008-2011 aré
as follows: ’

- Maintain a strong focus on delivering affordable housing

» Maintain a commitment to provide funding for improvements to ensure decent homes

+ Maintain focus in investment in urban areas »

* Increased emphasis on providing the right size and type of housing

* Maintain support for programmes that assist key workers

* Invest in pump priming, innovative delivery mechanisms, such as Brownfield Assembly Trust and the
Regional Infrastructure Fund, that will unlock housing potential

- Maintain a commitment to invest in accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers.

1.3 The Regional Housing Board have asked for responses to be returned using a standard proforma.
This is attached at Appendix A with indicative responses, and reflects the key priorities of the RHS.

Recommendation :
That the Housing Strategy Manager submit the draft response to the Regional Housing Board on
behalf of the Council

Appendices

Appendix A - Draft Response to the Review of the Regional Housing Strategy

Implications

Policy: The review of the Regional Housing Strategy is not changing policy but is
suggesting some changes in focus with respect to funding priorities.

Financial: The review of the Regional Housing Strategy is setting funding priorities for the
period 2008-2011. This has the potential to impact on the Council's ability to
attract funding in support of its own strategic housing objectives.

Personnel: None

Legal: None

Environmental: None

Equalities: None

Partnering: None

Property: None

Risk Management: None

West Berkshire Council Individual Decision , 2 20 April 2007
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Community Safety: None

Consultation Responses

Members:

Leader of Council: Councillor Graham Jones

Overview & Scrutiny Councillor Jeff Brooks

Commission Chairman:

Ward Members: None - policy has district-wide applicability

Opposition Spokesperson: Councillor Phil Barnett ,

Policy Development Councillor Quentin Webb - Strongly supports the view that S106 exception

Commission Chairman: affordable housing sites in rural villages help to sustain vibrant villages and their
communities.

Councillor Barbara Alexander
Councillor Gordon Lundie
Local Stakeholders:

Officers Consulted: June Graves, Head of Housing & Performance
Bob Watson, Group Accountant
Colin Chapman, Team Leader, Planning Policy
Trade Union: N/A

West Berkshire Council Individual Decision 9 20 April 2007
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SCQUTH EAST

REGIOMNAL

Regional Hou'si‘ng Strategy Review B coudine

BOARD

Consultation February - April 2007

Response Form and Questionnaire

The Regional Housing Board is reviewing the Regional Housing Strategy and has produced a draft
review for consultation. The consultation period runs from 5 February to 27 April 2007. We would

very much like to hear your views on the issues which will influence how regional funding will be used
during 2008-11. ' '

If possible please submit your answers online at www.southeast-ra.gov.uk where this form is available
electronically. If you do not have access to the internet, please complete this paper copy and return
to the address at the end of the form.

Please answer the questions below. If you wish to make specific comments on the questions, we have
provided boxes for this. Figures in brackets denote paragraphs in the consultation
document. There is also a further section for additional general comments.

Section 1: About you

In what capacity are you responding to this questionnaire?

Regional Assembly Member

0 Business Representative 0
"Regional Housing Board Member g~ Town or Parish Council Representative | o
“Principal Authority (County / Unitary) ' Environmental Sector Representative | o
"Local Planning Authority (District / Borough) [ Government Department / Agency /NDPB ™ 7
"Housing Sector Representative -~ ' South East Resident / Individual | o
TMP,MEP T T Other (please specify) T o
‘Voluntary Sector Representative ¢ TR

Please provide your name and address. We cannot accept anonymous or confidential consultation
responses or submissions.

Name: Metanie d2mn

Organisation: L WEST BEAKSHNCE COUMNCL e

Address:  pausiniee STIATECH, ELNELING + GRANTS

AL ST ‘

Postcode: Qa‘-[ L SLD Email Address: mbraun @m&be/ts . ?{I VK

4 Page | of 6
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Section 2: Overall allocation of funds

QI: In selecting areas for investment in affordable housing, should the Regional

Housing Board (para 5.3):

(pick just one option)

o  Measure homelessness, overcrowding and affordability, as it does now?

Focus on areas that deliver sustainable development by supporting the

regional priorities in the South East Plan (see map in Annex )

Any additional comments / reasons for choice:

MEABLIES THAT FOTUS N LOVAS OF HAUGLESRNESS AND OELCACUDING: LAV
Penpuise AVTHOUNES THAT Al SUTCeSSAL AT Pévenncn wedK.
Econcauc 1D |GlaH SholD @ ConSIDELED :

Q2: Should the Regional Housing Board allocate funds based on (para 5.2):
(pick just one option) |
o A percentage of the total funding available?

«” The number of homes to be delivered?

Any additional comments / reasons for choice: ‘
THIS COND ALLLLO MoAE CHALLENGING TAILLTS D &€ Ser WnLST eNSUAING
vALWE Fod MONEY, : ' »

Section 3: Funding for different types of projecti

Q3: How much affordable housing funding should the Regional_l:qu_;qing‘Bq_ard

invest in large strategic sites (para 2.8.1, 5.7)? i

(pick just one option)
o 5% (around £22m a year)?

va/ 10% (around £44m a year)?

o Other (please State) .c.ccccieeraciricaimerettotecactactoratiiaetasessesasnsansasasses

-----

Page 2 of 6
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Q4: The Regiohal Housing Board plans to gpend 1% of its budget (around £5m a
year) on prowdlng and refurbishing Gypsy and Traveller sites (para I 1.1 - I 1.3). .
Is this:
(pick just one option)
o Too low?
v About right?
o  Too high?
Q5: How much should the Regional Héusing Board invest in improving the -
condition of private sector housing (para 12.1 - 12.5)?
(pick just one option) |
o 3% (around‘£lim a yeAar, below the current level)? |
\/ 5% (around £20m a year, the current level)? |
o 7% (around £30m a year)?
o 9% (around £40m a year)?
o Other (please state) L CCLTOTTTTS eesenes

Q6: What should be the criteria for funding to improve private sector homes (para
12.3 - 12.4)?

Comments:

THe AMDING SHAULD SUPRES INNOVATIN AND DeveoPidens cF New PRauars (€ G-
€QUITY derendse CL LOANS) Tar CAn RELERT ML WTHERINGS I THE SCUTH ERG THe
ANDING SHeLD PLMCTE oo PLACNCE A0 FORYS en SCHEMES aﬂ-ieae AmoinG
cAn Be  deceLen .

Q7: Do you support the Regional Housing Board using funds for loans or equity
release schemes as a way to improve the condition of prlvate sector housmg
(para 12.5)?

(pick just one option)

-

w/ Yes

o} No

6 . Page 3 of 6
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Q8: What should be the Regiona_l. Housing Board’s minimum target for rural
affordable housing in small settlements (para 4.10 and 15)?

(pick just one option)
o 360 homes per year (the current level)?
‘9/ 500 homes per year? _ T
o  Other (please state) ....... teeeremseernsoresenenne tettesseresesussseeerannnserasesseenssens
Q9: The evidence base for the draft South East Plan suggests that 70% of new

affordable housing should be social rented. A proportion of this is likely to be
achieved without public subsidy. How many of the Regional Housing Board’s
affordable homes should be social rented accommodation (para 3.2, 16)?
(pick just one option)

W 10%
o  60%?

o 50%?

‘o Other (please SEALE) vveerreerueerseeesseesssanssessasessessssessnsssasaassasansns eeveesenes

~ Qlo: To emphasise the need for large, family-sized affordable housing, should the

Regional Housing Board adopt (para 16.3 - 16.6):
(pick just one option)
o  Asingle reglonal target applied to the total of all affordable housing?
M Separate reg|ona| targets for social rented and shared ownersh|p housing?

o Other suggestion (please state and add reasons below)

Any additional comments / reasons for recommending an alternative approach:

-n-ns WL Mede ACCUBTAY LERECT THE EEDS AND REPULEUES oF SUB- PEGICNS

7 Page 4 of 6
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QII: Should the Regional Housing Board fund low cost home ownership for
‘essential’ local workers (para 17)? :

(pick just one option)
Q/’ Yes
o) No
Ql 2: If the Regional Hohsing Board decided to fund low cost home ownership for

essential workers, what type of workers at what income levels should be
eligible (para 17)?

Comments:

‘esSennAL’ walkedS SHouD Ze DERAMINED LocrLyy, oL AT SUG- RecioL Lever, N
CVMSUTANCA WTH Lo STRATEGIC PARTVELSHS . mcoue LAVES SHoLD REAECS
THe DERININeNn of ‘KAl "esseaunaL weldel' AND Meferele ShouD & SeT once
THEDEF!MMM IS DEUDED.

wesr Belxsihee , N PALTOEISH P uATH WolKETd AND wamov Hnsmaeamceu
THS 2ESe i, Qesmnue. 10 A DeMLen DERMITCH CF ESSEnnrL WEKed. | UATH
AVELAGE shLies Bave Lendeen £ 200D - £32,00 Gs?.arwm. e ueied) |

Section 4: Infrastructure and land

Q13: How important is infrastructure to support new affordable homes (para 14)?
(pick,_'just one option)
o°  Very important?

w/ Important?
o  Not at all important?

Ql4: Do you supp‘ort the Regional Housing Board’s intention to use a proportion of
its funds (approximately 2%), on a recyclable basis, towards creating a Regional
Infrastructure Fund that will ensure infrastructure is delivered alongside
development (para 14)?

(pick just one option)
\/ Yes

o No_

8 Page 5 of 6



QI15: Do you support the Regional Housing Board’s aim to buy surplus public sector
brownfield land for affordable housing developments (para 13)?

(pick just one option)

@ Yes

o No

Section 5: Additional eneral comments

if you have any further comments, please add them below.:

Additional comments:

ear GELUREE CANCIL 1S ExTREUELs DISAPRANTED To Sec THAT 10 Qe TERM, THE
ALAL HUBING FROCGEAMUE HAS DECLLASED AS A MoiciTicn of THE cUELALL
PR0GRAMME , THE cameut DISAGLEES WTH THE Gmmenss THAT LAY AFFEEDASLE

MOSE Ge Mer whede r OCLLES . AFFORDARLE HABING CONTRIAVIES 1B THE VTRUTY AnD
VIBUAICH OF VILLAGES AMD (AN HELP D GUSLEE AT LLLAL AMENNES, Eb SHES,

e anuL Would LKE o see escultes ol Tie Qut PROCLAMILE INCLERSE, €0 THAT

IT 15 AT LEAST MAALTRINED AS fhe SAmMe PLORANAN CF THE ovelrL dloclrame | ArD
WoULD SRONGLY AQGUE FOL AN INCEEASE QUeL ATID AdOUC THAS |

hesinG DOES NET GUARARIES SUSTFNARILITY of CMMULTIES od THAT WeSING NEED |

" When completed, please return to the Assembly (details below) by 27 April 2007.

Post: Regional Housing Strategy Review Consultation
C/O Catherine Stubbings
South East England Regional Assembly
Berkeley House
Cross Lanes
Guildford
GUI IUN

Fax: 01483 555250

Email: catherinestubbings@southeast-ra.gov.uk
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